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The Far Eastside Quality of Life Existing Conditions
Report provides a snapshot of current conditions in the Far
Eastside community. The purpose of this report is to
establish a shared understanding of the neighborhood
today before identifying priorities, strategies, and actions for
the future. The analysis combines technical data with
community knowledge to describe how daily life functions
across the study area and where systems are supporting
residents or creating challenges.

Information for this report comes from multiple sources,
including Census data, public health data, land use and
infrastructure analysis, and community input. Resident
perspectives were gathered through ongoing engagement
at community events and through the Far Eastside
Community Council Community Priorities Survey, which was
conducted prior to the start of the Quality of Life planning
process. These responses provided important insight into
lived experience and helped interpret the data in ways that
reflect how conditions are felt in everyday life.

For the planning process, the Far Eastside study area is
defined as the area bounded by 46th Street to the north,
Washington Street to the south, Arlington Avenue to the
west, and Carroll Road to the east. This geography reflects
how residents experience daily life across shared schools,
parks, corridors, and service areas rather than relying only
on historic neighborhood boundaries.

To understand quality of life conditions, the analysis is
organized into five parts of daily life:
Home and Place; Economic Security and Opportunity;
Health and Wellbeing; Art, Culture, and Belonging; and
Learning and Leadership.
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Together, these areas describe the systems that shape
stability, opportunity, and wellbeing for residents.

Overall, the Existing Conditions analysis shows a community
that has remained stable through significant economic and
social change. The Far Eastside is a young, diverse, and
multigenerational community with strong family networks
and a long history of neighborhood connection. The
population continues to grow, households are slightly larger
than the county average, and residents demonstrate strong
commitment to place. Community organizations, faith
communities, and neighborhood leaders play an important
role in maintaining stability and supporting residents.

At the same time, the data show that many households face
ongoing pressure related to housing costs, income levels,
and the overall cost of living. Median household income is
lower than the county average, and a large share of renter
households are severely cost burdened, meaning a high
portion of income goes toward housing. Limited access to
full-service grocery stores, long commute times in some
areas, and incomplete pedestrian infrastructure can
increase daily expenses and reduce flexibility for families.
These conditions affect financial stability even when housing
itself appears relatively affordable.

Health and wellbeing indicators reflect these same
pressures. Rates of several chronic conditions are higher
than the county average, and residents report concerns
related to safety, stress, food access, and the built
environment. Environmental conditions, transportation
design, and access to parks and services all contribute to
how health is experienced across the neighborhood.



Land use patterns and infrastructure also reflect earlier
periods of development. Residential areas are often located
near commercial or industrial sites, and the roadway system
was designed primarily for regional vehicle movement
rather than local connectivity. These patterns influence daily
travel, safety, and redevelopment potential today. At the
same time, the neighborhood is entering a period of
renewed investment, including major redevelopment sites,
public infrastructure improvements, and targeted housing
and service programs. These changes create opportunities
for stabilization and growth, while also raising questions
about affordability and long-term benefit for existing
residents.

Across all five areas of analysis, one consistent pattern
emerges: many challenges are interconnected rather than
isolated. Housing costs, income levels, transportation
access, environmental conditions, and health outcomes
often overlap in the same areas and affect the same
households. When these pressures occur together, they can
make it harder for residents to maintain stability even when
individual conditions appear manageable on their own.

The Existing Conditions Report does not identify solutions or
priorities. Instead, it provides a shared foundation of
information that will guide the next phase of the Far
Eastside Quality of Life planning process. In the following
phase, residents, organizations, and stakeholders will use
this understanding of current conditions to identify focus
areas and establish a workplan that supports long-term
stability, health, and community growth.
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Overview

An Existing Conditions Report explains what a
community is like today. It brings together information
about the people who live there, the places they use,
and the systems that shape daily life. The goal is to
create a shared understanding of current strengths,
challenges, and patterns before decisions about the
future are made.

This report does not propose solutions or set
priorities. Instead, it describes where things stand now
so that future planning can be grounded in real
conditions and lived experience. Information comes
from data, local knowledge, and community input,
reflecting both measurable trends and how residents
experience the Far Eastside.

This Existing Conditions Report is organized in two
parts. Part I focuses on the people of the Far
Eastside, including community history, identity,
culture, and demographic trends. Part II looks at
quality of life conditions, examining the systems and
environmental factors that influence how residents
live, work, and thrive. 

Together, these parts provide a full picture of current
community conditions and create the foundation for
the Quality of Life planning process that follows.
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WHAT IS AN EXISTING CONDITIONS
REPORT?






